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neM. la one of hit ■ontheni eicvniont, beinf deUched 
from his band and alone, be fell in with a party of bone 
troopa, and vaa pursued for many mile*. He ran towards 
Oortroore cave, and the troopers prevsing close upon him as 
be reached the fearful cliff* that oTerhan;? the broad Black- 
water, he bounded at a spring from a rock to the opposite 
bank ; his punuers durst not follow him. A woman who 
witoeased this extraordinary feat, exclaimed, in the Irish 
tOBfua, — ** How great is thy leap, O ! man of wonder ;** and 
he quaintly replied — ** It u trifling, compared with the 
length of the run." 

Being seized with a riolent fever in a wild district to the 
west of MiJI-street, he was betrayed by his nurse-tender — 
O'Keefe wmm yet unable to quit his bed, when the hovel to 
which he was confined was surrounded by armed men ; — he 
was wrapped in his blanket and laid upon a cart, to which he 
was fastened down by »trong ropes. The soldiers concluded 
he was dying, and were the lea* watchful of their prisioner. — 
Ui>oa reaching Mallow he cut the cords that held him down 
with the sword which lay close at his side during his illneea 
and which the soldiers bad not perceived as they bore him 
from the bed. His sudden rush from the cart and the bright 
flashing of his steel, filled them with astonishment ; and in 
the moment of their irresolution and dismay he efliected his 
escape. 



At leugth the hour that was to tennlnat* the career 
of this extraordinary man approached. A person in whom 
be reposed great trust, unaiile to resbt the rewards offered 
for his apprehension, invited O'Keefe to partake of his bos- 
pitality, that he might betray his guest This man communi- 
cated his intention to his wife, who used every means of per- 
suasion to induce him to forego his base design, but in vain— 
and upon leaving home for the purpose of bringing a strong 
party to seixe O'Keefe, be bound her on oath to conceal the 
treachery from the confiding outlaw. In the course of some 
time, O'Keefe finding himself thirsty, desired to drink, and 
his hostess brought a draught of new-milk. Upon his ex- 
pressing a wish to have the draught warmed, she pointedly 
sHid — **Afai maUh leat a bhexth buan caith/uar ayus TtrrH."* 
The ambiguity of these words which equally mean '* to drink 
hot and cold," or **to drink and flee,** excited his attention : 
be ilung the bowl to the earth — drew his well-tried sword 
and rushed from the houie — but the red coats had that mo- 
ment arrived, and a well-aimed bullet cut short bis speed and 
his life. W. 

• This proverb b amongst tho«e given in our ^th Number, 
accompanied by a note, which tells the story somewhat dif- 
ferently from our correspondent W. 



THE ABBEY OF HOLY-CROSS, COUNTY OF TIPPERARY. 



The cdebrated Abbey of Holy 
Croat, has been introduced to 
the readers' notice in our 4 id 
number, in which we have given 
a view of the beautiful tomb there, 
which is supposed to be that of 
iu founder. We now proceed 
to lay before our readers a more 
detailed account of itj history. 

This magnificent ruin, which is 
generally considered as one of the 
finest remains of the pointed style 
of architecture in Ireland, is situ- 
ated on the river Suir, about two 
mile* lielow Thurles. It was ori- 
ginally founded in the year 1 182, 
for Cistercian monks, by Donald 
O'Brien, King of Limerick, and 
not by his son, Donogh Cair- 
breach, as stated bv Anhdall, 
Ledwich, Gough, aii(f other coiii- 
{Mlers, as may be seen from the 
foundation charter, which still ex- 
ists, and is given at lenu'th in the 
Monasticon An;;licaiiuiu, begin- 
ning thus : ** Donald, by the grace 
of God, King of Limerick, to all 
KingM, DukeH, Earls. Barons, 
Knights, and Christians of what- 
soever degree th roughest Ireland, 
Deriietual greeting in Christ." 
This Charter is si^ed by Chris- 
tian, Bishop of Lismore, Legate 
of the Holy See, in Ireland ; M. 
Archbishop of Cashel, and B. 
Bishop of Limerick. Acconling 
to Mr. O'Halloran, in his *< In- 
troduction to the History and 
Antiquities of Ireland," the abl>ey 
was erected in honor of a piece 
of the t rue cross, ^ hich Pope Pas- 
cal II., about the year 1 1 10, «cnt 
as a present to Mm tough, mo- 
njrch of Ireland, and which was 
covered with gold and set with 
iirecious stimc^. For this fact, 
liowever, no hiittorical evidence 
has as yet been adducetl ; but it is not improbable thut a 
prcMtnt of this kind i^as made to on«* of the Muni»ter 
Kings by the Papal See, as ^e have notic4*s in our annals 
of the •amc j)cri<>d, of presents to tome of the other Pro- 




U liut, i.f. 



.%«•««/ tJ^ AU^mJ iii^K* 



Cinftmm. 



vincial Kings of Irtlaud, of liupposed pieces of the cross ; 
and it is certain that a relic of ihis description has been 
preserved with reverence in this abbey from a \cry remote 
period, and exists even to this day. On this account, as 
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it appears, it was from its very foundation endowed with 
peculiar privileges and very extensive possessions and the 
original charter of the founder vvas coniirmed iu 1 18(3, by 
King- John during* his visit to Ireland, as appears by the 
following record of the ^Oth of E(iward I. (A. D. 1320.) 

<* Edward, by the grace of God, Kitig of England, Lord 
of Iroland, Duke of Afiuitain, to all to whom these presents 
shall come Greeting. Know yo, That brother Thomas, 
abbott of the church of Mary of the Holy Cross, near Cash- 
ol, came into our Chancery of Ireland the day after the feast 
of Michael the Archangel, in the 13th year of our reign, at 
Cashol, and exhibited iu our said Chancery a certain charter 
not cancelled, nor in any respect vitiated, under the seal of John, 
formerly Lord of Ireland and Earl of Morton, in these words: 
** John, Lord of Ireland and jEarl of Morton, to all Jus- 
tices, Barons, &c., as well French as English, Welsh and 
Irish, and all other liege men of Ireland, Greeting. Know 
ye, That, for the love of God, and for the salvation of my 
own, and the souls of -my predecessors and successors, I have 
granted and given, and by those presents do grant and give, 
to God and the blessed Mary of the Holy Cross, and to the 
Cistertiau monks serving God there, in free pure and perpe- 
tual alms, the underwritten lands, as fully and freely as Dom- 
nald CBrien, King of LymbricU, gave and granted, and by 
his charter confirmed, to the Cistertian monks of the Holy 
Gross } to -vvlt : Kelkaterlamanu, Eallydubal, Ballyidugin, 
Ballygirryr, Ballymyoletobin, and Ballytheloth, Gardath, 
Ballaschelagh, Bally thout^jhal and Ithologin. Those lauds I 
have given for the salvation of my soul, and those of my pre- 
decessors and successors, and for the souls of my soldiers who 
lie there. To enjoy peaceably, witli all liberties and free 
cusiEoras, without any secular exactions, iu fields, ways, forests, 
fisheries, &c., I have also granted, that thoy shall bo free from 
all mulcts in My courts, for what cause soever they shall bo 
amerced, and also free of all toll whatever ; thoy shall also 
sell or buy, for their own use, throughout my land of Nor- 
mfindy, England, Wales and Ireland ; and that their lands bo 
not put in plevine. Witnesses, A. bishop of Ferns ; Johu de 
Courcoy, do Angulo, Riddell, Chancellor; and David of Wales." 

The charter of John was also confirmed by King Henry 
the Third, in l!2J33, who, on the 30th of Se'ptember, took 
this house into his royal protection, and renewed that i)ro- 
tectiou in 1224 ; and snf)sequentl3% as we liave already 
stated, by King Edward III., in 1320, andl:)y King Iticli- 
ard II., in 13a>. 

In a general Chapter of the Order, in 124f), the abbey 
^-as subjected by the Abbot of Clairvaux, to that of Fur- 
ness, iu Lancashire. 

This abbey is fiaid to have been a daughter of the abbey 
of Nenagh, or Maig, in the County of Limerick ; ami 
the abbot, who was a baron of parliauuint, was styled Earl 
of Holy-Cross, the lands of the abbey being an (farhloni, 
distinguished by the name of the (Jontity of the Holy 
Cross of Tipperary, and which enjoy etl, as Ganiden .in- 
forms us, "peculiar privileges, iu honour of a piece of our 
Lord's cross formerly kept there." H(; was also usually 
vicar-general of the Cistercian order in Irtdand. 

William O'Dwyer was the lust abbot ; and in the fifth 
of Elizabeth, the abbey and its extensive possessions, 
were granted to Thomas, (rvot Gerald, i\s Archdall and 
Ledwich state,) Earl of Ormond, in capiu*^ at tho annual 
rent of £16 10s. 4d, 

It appears from Camden, and other writers, that the 
crowd of persons who thronged to this abbey from reve- 
rence to the holy relic preserved there, was incredible ; 
nor were these persons exclusively of the lower or middle 
ranks of society, but included the greatest nobility of the 
land. In I559,'_thegrcat O'Neil made a pilgrimage here, 
as did one of the Desmonds in 1579. 

We have, already stated that this identical piece of the 
cross still exists ; it is ia the poaaession. of the Roman 
Catholic clergy of the place, and is described by Doctor 
Milner as being about two inches and a half long, and 
about half an inch broad, but very thin. It is inserted in 
the lower shaft., of an archi episcopal cross made of some 
curious wood, and inclosed in a gilt cnae. We shall give 
a drawing of it in a future number. The Doctor also in- 
forms m that this relic was ])rc3erved from sacrilege in 
the reign of Henry VIIL by the Ormond iumily, and by 
them trangmitted to the family of Kavenagh, a surviving 
descendant of which has deposited it in the hands of its pre- 
sent keepers. 



We have limited ourselves, iu the present notice, exclu- 
sively to the history of this great monastery ; but we shall 
return speedily to this interesting abbey, with further ihus- 
trations, and an accurate description of its arehitecturul 
details, — our present view, which r(i])resents the least 
striking portion of the building, namely the nave, being 
wholly insufficient to give a just idea of the extent, gran- 
deur, and variety of those magnificent ruins. P, 

ON THE DUTY OF SELF-EXEKTION. 

(for the nUIlLiN TENNY JOURNAT..) 

I had lately occasion to enter the lionse, or rather ca- 
bin, of an extremely indolent ])oov \Yoman, whose charac- 
teristic habits I shall endeavour to illustrate by the con- 
versation which took place between us. 

Mr. DoYLE. I am sorry to see your house so dirt3% 
Catty; how does this happen ? 

Catty, Why then, Mr. Doyle — will you be sated, 
sir ? (wiping a dirty chair with her dirty aj>r(>n, and ollitr- 
ing it to me,) 'twas the fault of that unlucky ])ig bi^ant 
there, that wouldn't be satisfied to ate his dinner in the 
bawn, but must insist on coming into the flurc — bad nuui- 
ners to him — and I can't keej) it clane with him. Bat 
indeed the hoiinccn wouldn't thrive outside in the cokl, 
any how. 

Mr. D. But, Catty, if you had acc\istomod him to f('<Ml 
in the little pig-yard, his own pr()p<;r place, thJH Jlunili- 
arity on his part woul<l have been prev(mte(l ; it is your 
own slovenly habit and disposition tliat cans(fs all this ir- 
regularity J besides, instead (d' cleaning your lloor afler 
the intrusion of your unseemly guest, I lin»l you srpnxtting 
at your ease over the remains of a lire, with a i)ipe in your 
mouth, winch you endeavoured t(» hid(; from uie by pop- 
ping it, lighted as it was, into your pockt^t. 

Catty. (Smiling, yet bhishing at being caught in the 
unfeminine employment of smoking.) Indeed, sir, the 
truth is the l)est ; I vvas suioking a little to (;aH(i niy heart 
of the \s\\io.x-Jhsh that botlua's it, and the pij>e is a great 
comfort to a poor bofly iu Imrdship, and 1 was thinking 
all the time that the pipe was l)etune my teeth, and the 
pig fnr(!nent me, at<;ing the lor/c oi' skijis, that IieM soon 
Ih; aftlier putting clotluis on myself and the chiidor, let 
ahuu^ the one that's coming, and wasn't that a comfort to mo V 

Mr, 1), Now, Catty, answer me these ipu^sticuis. Why 
have you so long put off tin; pn'paration for your mniiue- 
;nont ? 

(Ja'j'tv. Why, then, I was thinking tliere was time 
enough yet -, Ovd k ^ood, and won't takt* a j)Oi)r body 
Hhort! 'And beHi<bts, I'm no groat baud at the needle, it 
I had the viak'm^}! \i^iAi\ 

Mr. 1). God is good, assuredly, an<! we should all trust 
in liis goodness ; but such trust aa you have— that your 
lying-in will not occur until it ia ymx own convenienc<; 
to be prcparoil for it, is [i,faho dcpcndemw, and an inyult 
to that goodness which you profess to re8[)ect ; and your 
indoltmcc is inexcusable ni oxpectiug that assistance will 
come to you unsought and undeserved. You must €X4:H 
yourself us far as you can, to nu^et and providt; for your 
wants and exigen(nes of all kinds, and then you "may 
salcly trust to God for the rest. 

Catty. That's very true for you, sir. Ihifc supposing 
I had the Jitiingit itself, how wouUl I make them np? > 

Mr. D. It's a great shame. Catty, tiuit you are igno- 
rant of such matters yourself; it is impardunablc for- » 
woman not to understand something of n<,'edlewurk. Your 
mother must have been negligent ' with respect to your 
cducaiioiu 

Catty. In troth, my mother was us good to mo as slic 
Avas able, but she was too poor and hard «ct to send me 
to school, and she knew nothing herself about what be- 
longs to needle-work, and we had no free-schools then, 
and good ladies to look after tis— -and many a heavy hour, 
sure enough, it would have passed over for we, if 1 had 
the needle odication itself. 

Mr. D. (Glad to escape from a dissertation on a subject 
which he was not very well up to,) Instead of it, you 
occupy your idle hours in smoking. 

Catty. A triJle of the tobaccy is what I can't by no 
means do without.*; But sure a peu'north at a time is 
no great cxtrayaganco ? 



